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LegiCrowd (Onto) Project 

Building an ontology of Online Legal Documents for annotation, machine 
learning, DataViz, Citizen empowerment, schema.org extension…. And more
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Terms of Services and Privacy Notices

● Online Legal Documens (OLDs) legally bind a platform with their users
– Rights and Obligations of both parties
– What happens with users’ data
– Actions, complaints, jurisdiction...

● How many times (a day) do we agree on ToS or PN ?
– Implicitely
– Explicitely

● How many OLDs do we actually read?



Alain Couillault  

Readability and Transparency

● OLDs are too difficult to read
– Complicated legal content
– Platforms penchant for transparency

● Legal and ethical issues
– For the user: Citizen empowerment
– For the Platform: GDPR compliance
– For both: Trust between platform and users

Make OLDs readable for humans and for computers
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LegiCrowd

Collect OLDs Annotate Evaluate
- infer

Render
- DataViz
- Icons
- Grades
- simplified language
- ...
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Previous and useful projects

● ToS;DR
– A platform for crowdsourced OLD annotation
– Partners of LegiCrowd
– Useful input but no formal representation

● Platform for Privacy Preferences (P3P)
– Highly formalized vocabulary for Privacy Notices
– W3C (suspended) standard
– But relies on the platform willingness

https://tosdr.org/
https://www.w3.org/P3P/


Alain Couillault  

1st step : a set of tags

● How to annotate 
– Annotate segments
– questions/answers 
– Tag/value pairs

●   What to annotate
– List of questions (lawyer’s input)
– Add cases from ToS;DR
– Add nodes from extended P3P
– Test and repeat

toscases.pdf
xtendedP3P.pdf
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Annotation platform

http://www.legicrowd.org/annotate/
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Adding some semantics

● Schema.org
– Shared vocabulary for webpages (and more) mark up
– Founded by Google, Microsoft, Yahoo and Yandex
– Open Community process
– Provides out of the box descriptions for persons, actions, 

organizations…
– Supports RDF
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Current status of LegiCrowd Onto

● Annotation environment
● Ontology
● Preprocessing

– Collection of OLDs
– Splitting
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Next steps

● Complete LegiCrowd Onto
– Launch Bêta test
– Complete and propose schema.org extension

● Move to LegiCrowd
– Work with Katerina Zdravkova on OLD evaluation and on inferences
– Expose to the crowd

● Later
– Machine Learning
– Standardisation
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